8                          "THE LAND OP CHARITY."

In December and January the nights and mornings are
delightfully cool and pleasant, and very little rain falls.
But in February the heat increases, and plants and flowers
begin to dry up and wither, in preparation for the hot
season, which is to the vegetation of the tropics a season of
complete rest, as winter is in more northerly regions. A few
trees, however, now appear in full bloom. The rice harvest
is gathered in early this month.

In March and April a few light and refreshing showers
fall, just sufficient to set and bring forward the fruits on the
mango trees, which ripen early in May. The temperature
is now at the highest point of the whole year, and much of
the smaller vegetation is shrivelled and withered. The
mountaineers embrace this opportunity for destroying the
old grass and brushwood in the jungles and on the hills by
lire, in order to clear the way for the new growth in the ap-
proaching rainy season. These fires are often visible from a
great distance on a clear night.

The rains commence about the middle of May, and are
ushered in by violent storms, with thunder and lightning,
Kain falls almost incessantly for about three weeks. During
this period little out-of-door work or exercise can be engaged
in, and books, clothing, and furniture become mouldy and
saturated with damp, and, if not carefully dried, rot away or
fall to pieces. The rivers are swollen, and water is now
stored up in tanks to furnish a supply for agricultural irri-
gation. All vegetation is invigorated and springs apace, but
flowers are still scarce, and insects and birds are less plentiful
than at other seasons. The rainfall in May, June, and July
amounts to about thirty inches.

August and September are two of the finest months in the
year, and are characterizedHby cool, refreshing weather, green
vegetation, and abundance of brilliant flowers, with animal
life in all its varied forms. This is the season appointed for